Crockerton Forum                          November 27th 2008 

5th Meeting – 26th November, Bath Arms
Present:

Graham Dopheide (Chairperson)

Colette Carson (Parent)

Nikki Spreadbury-Clews (Resident)
Pamela Johnson (Resident)

Apologies:

Nicky Holton (Parent)
Sarah Venton (Parent)

Tracey McDermott (Resident)

Janet Aylesbury (Secretary)

Caroline Law (Resident)

Travel Information Sheet

Further discussion took place regarding the revamping of the travel information sheet. Those present reviewed and made suggested changes to the map, along with areas for parking. Colette will complete the re-draft in conjunction with additional wording from Graham.

The aim is to have this done in time for the January Parish magazine, with distribution to parents on return to school. An additional insert – called the ‘Traffic Management’ plan will also be updated but this will be distributed to parents only. Both the ‘Travel Information Map’ and ‘Traffic Management Plan’ will be available on the school web-site.

Parish Council  Meeting

Graham advised that he has had further contact with the Parish Council (e-mails with Karen Manfield). These have resulted in further contact with Mark Stansby (County Highways Engineer), a letter from the Parish Council to County, and a number of e-mails. Further progress is awaited from County.

Following on the meeting, Graham had a conversation with Judith Billingham (Road Safety). The main upshot of the conversation is that any additional signage or potential changes regarding speed limit is unlikely to be considered by County due to ‘higher priorities’. Nonetheless, there are some useful suggestions in Judith’s e-mail (attached in Appendix) which will be picked up

Speed Limit

The previous petition from the residents regarding speed limits is now with Graham.

See above re update on contact with County.

Conflicts of Interest
Graham advised the group that he now has what may be viewed as a conflict of interest as he recently became Chair of Governors at the school, and asked the group to consider what they might like to do. 

There are three options available, which need discussion amongst the members of the forum:

1. Graham to continue as chair of this forum

2. Graham to step down as chair of this forum, and another person take over

3. Cease the activity of this forum

Graham has asked that people think about and discuss this, and let him know.

Next items for the forum

The work that has happened on Traffic Management has been considerable and thanks need to go to everyone who has thus far been involved. There will no doubt be ongoing work, but we now need to look at the next items for the forum. The original were:

‘The aims of the forum are simple. In the immediate future, it is to establish a vehicle by which parents of children at the school and residents of the village can meet to discuss issues that affect them, and come to reasoned solutions which can be implemented. The school seeks to support this forum by offering whatever assistance it can in helping realise these solutions and acting as a primary point of communication. In the longer term it is hoped that the forum will become more of a social vehicle to aid communication flow between all the communities (residents, school, parents) and enable any potential issues to be identified earlier. The school – in undertaking the primary communication role – will provide resource to support communication in the form of the school website and circulars or notices. This is in no way intended to replace communication such as the parish magazine but rather the supplement it by providing information specifically focussed on the school’ 
(Extract from Crockerton Forum Aims – 2nd May 2008).

It was agreed that the next meeting would review ‘Next items’

Next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting should be an ‘Open’ meeting – similar to the type of that originated the set up of the Crockerton Forum. This would allow us to revalidate what we are doing, and what we need to do next

Graham thanked everyone for attending the meeting.
Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 27th January 2009 at 7.30pm. 

                                         Bath Arms Crockerton
Graham to arrange publication of the ‘open’ meeting via the Parish Magazine and Parent newsletters
Appendix 1

Copy of e-mail from Judith Billingham to Graham Dopheide

27/11/2008 16.24

Hello Graham
 

I thought I would drop you an email to confirm our chat this afternoon.  I will, as agreed, put forward a request for school warning signs on the approach to the school.
 

As we discussed the problems with parking and traffic outside the school are best addressed through the school travel plan and I see that a number of the measures put forward in the travel plan are being carried out.
 

It may be worth investigating some of the possibilities we discussed such as trying to get parents and perhaps local residents to sign up to a voluntary 20mph limit in the vicinity of the school and  incorporating considerate driving/parking as part of a home school agreement with parents.
 

We are already working with the school to ensure that the children receive our pedestrain training course 'Walk Safe' and that they receive appropriate cycle training.
 

I appreciate that none of this will immediately allieviate the situation, but unfortuantley most of our village schools were not built with the motor car in mind and all we can do is work with and support schools to encourage parents to reduce the number of car journeys and to drive and park at school with coutesy and consideration for children and other pedestrains.
 

Kind regards
 

Judith
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